İSTANBUL 29 MAYIS UNIVERSITY
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	•	Course Code: LIT201 (Compulsory)
	•	Course Name: LITERARY THEORY 1
	•	Language: English
	•	Credit/Ects: 3 credits, 5 ects
Description
This course aims to provide students with the skills of understanding, evaluating and interpreting the philosophy of classical literature. Many of the problems discussed in the field of contemporary literature were also discussed in the ancient world and have taken various forms until today. This course will focus on mimesis, one of the most complicated concepts in the philosophy of literature, and will discuss how it affects contemporary literary criticism.
Learning Outcomes
1. Learns that the study of literature is a kind of science.
2. Learns that literary texts can be analysed with different theories.
3. Can see the basic distinction between literary analysis and literary history.
4. Learns the differences between literary terms and concepts.
5. Learns that terms are descriptive and concepts are analytical.
6. Students will be able to see how to analyse literary texts through the methods of different disciplines, including philosophical, sociological, psychological and linguistic, and how each analysis can yield different results for literary studies.
Assessment and Evaluations
	•	Midterm: %25
	•	Final: %50
	•	Project/Homework: %25
Course Material
· The Norton Anthology of Theory and Criticism, Vincent B. Leitch (general edit.), New York and London: W.W. Norton & Company, 2010.
· Harland, Richard, Literary Theory from Plato to Barthes, London: Macmillan, 1999.
· Gebauer, Gunter, Christoph Wulf. Mimesis: Culture, Art, Society, Berkeley, LA, London: University of California Press.
Weekly Course Plan
[1] What is Mimesis? Imitation, Representation, and Art & Literature
[2] Plato, Republic, 2, 3, 10 (Why does Plato approach the concept of mimesis negatively? Why does he think that this concept is a departure from reality).
[3] Plato, “Ion”, Dialogues (What is art? Is mimesis art or not?)
[4] Aristotle, Poetics (Unlike Plato, why does Aristotle assume that mimesis is a way of acquiring knowledge?)
[5] Aristotle: (The Narrative Structure of Tragedy)
[6] Catharsis, Organic Unity, Recognition (anagnorisis), Reversal (Peripeteia)
[7] Discussions on Mimesis
[8] Midterm
[9] Horace and Craftsmanship in Poetry: Decorum, Ut pictura Poesis, Purple Patch, Idem Dormitat Homerus.
[10] Why, according to Horace, we should follow the masters in writing poetry
[11] Longinus, On Sublime: Elegant and Lofty style in poetry
[12] Medieval Poetry and Allegory: According to Dante there are four levels on meaning in poetry: Literal, Allegorical, Moral, Anagogical
[13] Sir Philip Sidney: Poets don’t imitate this world, rather they seek to create an alternative world, they are not imitators but creators!
[14] Discussions on differences between Medieval and Renaissance literary approaches.



