HIST 337[image: İstanbul 29 Mayıs Üniversitesi ]

History of the Ottoman Empire and Central European Relations
SYLLABUS / Fall 2025


[bookmark: _Hlk63425689]İstanbul 29 Mayıs University, Department of History
Fall 2025
Class Hours: Thursday 10:00-12:50 @ CZ06
Instructor: Dr. Mehmet Yılmaz Akbulut
Email myakbulut@29mayis.edu.tr 
Office Hours: By appointment @ C308

COURSE DESCRIPTION
	This course offers a comprehensive exploration of Central Europe's political, cultural, and military history from the late medieval period through the early modern era, with a special focus on the interactions between the region's major powers, including the Ottoman Empire, the Habsburg Monarchy, and emerging Eastern European states. Central Europe was a dynamic and contested space, and the course traces its evolution from the 16th century to the early 19th century, highlighting the region's shifting geopolitical landscape and the Ottoman Empire's role as a key player.

From its early period, the Ottoman Empire emerged as an important diplomatic and military force in Eastern and Central Europe. Rumelia, forming the core of the Ottoman Empire's European territories, brought the Ottomans into direct competition with the established political powers of Central Europe—Hungary, the Austrian-Habsburg Empire, the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth, and later, the Russian Tsars. These powers were the key players shaping the political and military dynamics of the region during the early modern period. As the Ottoman Empire sought to expand and defend its territories, it became an archrival to these Central European states, engaging in complex diplomatic negotiations and frequent military conflicts.

The course is structured chronologically, beginning with the 16th century and extending to the early 19th century, a period in which the Ottoman Empire's dominance in Central Europe waned, giving way to the rise of other regional powers. Each week focuses on a distinct period or theme, providing students with a detailed understanding of the political, military, and diplomatic developments that defined Central Europe during this era. Through key readings and discussions, students will examine how Central Europe became a place of inter-imperial rivalry and cooperation, and how the Ottoman Empire’s position in this setting evolved over time.

In Week 2, for instance, students will explore the contested boundaries of Central Europe and how different scholars define the region, setting the stage for discussions on its political and military history. Moving forward, Week 3 covers the Holy Roman Empire and its complex feudal structure, providing insights into how the Habsburgs rose to power and clashed with the Ottomans. Week 4 turns to Hungary, which played a pivotal role as a buffer state between the Ottoman Empire and the Habsburgs, often bearing the brunt of Ottoman incursions.

As the course progresses into Weeks 5 through 7, students will analyze the rise of the Ottoman Empire as a formidable force in Central Europe, its battles with the Habsburgs, and the eventual decline of its influence in the region. These sessions will delve into the Ottoman-Habsburg rivalry, the Thirty Years' War, and the shifting alliances that shaped the political landscape of Central Europe. Readings by scholars such as Gabor Agoston and Pal Fodor will provide students with diverse perspectives on how the Ottomans managed their European frontiers and responded to the challenges posed by other regional powers.

By the time students reach Weeks 10 through 12, the course will examine the treaties of Karlowitz and Passarowitz, which marked the beginning of the Ottoman Empire's decline in Central Europe. The focus will shift to the rise of Eastern powers such as Russia and Prussia, and their increasing involvement in the region's affairs, culminating in discussions on the Partition of Poland and the Treaty of Küçük Kaynarca.

Throughout the course, students will be encouraged to consider both continuity and change in the political and strategic dynamics of Central Europe, paying special attention to how the region’s complex interplay of empires shaped its history. By the end of the course, students will have developed a nuanced understanding of early modern Central Europe, and the Ottoman Empire’s shifting role in this setting. They will be able to critically assess political, military, and diplomatic developments from multiple perspectives and will be well-equipped to engage with further scholarly material on the subject.
Learning Outcomes of the Course

1. Historical Understanding: Students will gain a comprehensive understanding of the political, military, and diplomatic history of Central Europe from the 16th to the early 19th century, with particular focus on the Ottoman, Habsburg, and Eastern European powers.

2. Critical Analysis: Students will develop the ability to critically analyze key historical events and their impact on the geopolitical landscape of Central Europe, particularly the role of the Ottoman Empire in shaping regional politics.

3. Geopolitical Awareness: Students will understand the shifting boundaries and definitions of Central Europe and how different political and cultural forces contributed to the region’s identity during the early modern period.

4. Comparative Empires: Students will be able to compare and contrast the strategies and challenges faced by the Ottoman Empire, the Habsburg Monarchy, and other Central European powers, analyzing their interactions and conflicts.

5. Primary Source Interpretation: Students will improve their ability to interpret and engage with primary historical texts and scholarly literature related to Central Europe and the Ottoman-Habsburg conflicts, enhancing their research skills.

6. Continuity and Change: Students will be able to identify and discuss patterns of continuity and change in the political and military affairs of Central Europe, particularly in relation to the declining influence of the Ottoman Empire and the rise of Eastern European powers.

7. Interdisciplinary Perspectives: Students will be equipped to approach historical issues from interdisciplinary perspectives, integrating political, cultural, and military history to understand the complex dynamics of Central Europe.

8. Research and Presentation Skills: By the end of the course, students will have developed the skills to conduct independent research, write reaction papers, and present their findings on key historical topics related to Central Europe and the Ottoman Empire’s role in the region.



REQUIREMENTS
	· A. Quizzes (20 pts): There will be 2 quizzes, each 10 pts. (For better performance in the quizzes you should complete your readings before the class hour. Quizzes are composed of multiple-choice questions. You should bring your computers/tablets to the class on the days of quizzes. You may not use your phones for the quizzes. 
· B. Midterm Exam (25 pts): There are two/three questions. 
· C. Term Paper and Its presentation (15 Pts): In Week 4, students are expected to select a research topic and compile a specialized bibliography that includes at least five distinct sources, such as articles, book chapters, or books. Following the selection, students will engage in a discussion with the instructor on how to develop a reaction paper based on the chosen topic and accompanying bibliography. During the final two weeks of the course, students will both present their papers and submit their written work for evaluation.
· D. Final Exam (40 pts): There are three/four questions. 
· Plagiarism: Unacknowledged use of other people’s ideas, words or research without proper credit constitutes plagiarism, and will result in an automatic “F” for both the assignment and the course. When unsure, consult the instructor. 

You should collect at least 1 point from every requirement packet. There are 110 pts total you can collect. That means 10 pts is bonus for the ultimate letter grade!

ATTENDANCE: As this course is a lecture, attendance is mandatory. If your nonattendance exceeds three times, you will take automatically FF. 




WEEKLY SCHEDULE
(All readings are uploaded on the virtual classroom of MS TEAMS.)


	Week 1: Introduction to the Course

	Week 2

Where (What) is Central Europe? Geography and Boundaries 

1. Karl A. Sinnhuber, “Central Europe: Mitteleuropa: Europe Centrale: An Analysis of a Geographical Term”, 1954, pp. 15-39. 
2. Okey, Robin. “Central Europe / Eastern Europe: Behind the Definitions.” Past & Present, no. 137 (1992): 102–33.
3. Paul R. Magocsi, “Central Europe: geographic zones” Historical Atlas of Central Europe Third Revised and Expanded Edition, pp. 2-4.


	Week 3

The Holy Roman Empire: From Medieval Period to the 16th Century

1. Lonnie R. Johnson, “Feudal Foundations 1000-1350” and “The Great Late Medieval Kingdoms: Poland and Hungary, 1350-1500”, Central Europe Enemies, Neighbors, Friends, p. 27-63. 
2. Benjamin Arnold, Princes and Territories in Medieval Germany, pp. 11-39. 
3. Martyn Rady, Habsburgs, Chapter 1, 2, 3, 4, 5. 


	Week 4

History of Hungary until 1526

1. Laslo Kontler, “Golden Ages and Decline (1301-1526)” A History of Hungary, pp. 85-136.  
2. Pal Fodor, The Unbearable Weight of Empire, The Ottoman in Central Europe aA Failed Attempt At Universal Monarchy, Chapter 1: pp. 25-94, 2016. 
3. Balazs Sudar, “The Ottomans and the mental conquest of Hungary”, Identity and Culture in Ottoman Hungary, ed. Pal Fodor and Pal Acs, 
4. Pal Fodor, “The View of the Turk in Hungary: The Apocalyptic Tradition and the Legend of the Red Apple in the Ottoman-Hungarian Context”, In Quest of the Golden Apple, s. 71-104.


	Week 5

The Classical Period: Ottoman Domination, Habsburg Consolidation and the Emergence of Polish Lithuanian Commonwealth 

1. Pal Fodor, The Unbearable Weight of Empire, The Ottoman in Central Europe A Failed Attempt At Universal Monarchy, Chapter 2: pp. 95-134, 2016. 
2. C. Issawi, “Ottoman-Habsburg Balance of Forces”, Suleyman II and his time, p. 145-151. 
3. Gabor Agoston, The Last Muslim Conquest, 2021, pp. 188- 257.


	 Week 6

 Ottoman Conquests in the Central Europe until 1603

1. Gabor Agoston, “Defending and administering the frontier: the case of Ottoman Hungary” in The Ottoman World p. 220-236. 
2. Paul Géza Pálffy , Hungary between Two Empires 1526–1711, Part I.  


	Week 7

The Turn of the 17th Century, The Thirty Years Wars: Ottomans and Transylvania

1. Gabor Agoston, The Last Muslim Conquest, 2021, pp. 460-510.
2. Dariusz Kolodziejczyk, “Between universalistic claims and reality: Ottoman frontiers in the early modern period” in The Ottoman World p. 205-219.
3. Halef Cevrioğlu, “Ottoman Policy Toward Central Europe During the Thirty Years’ War”, pp. 1-54. 


	Week 8: Midterm

	Week 9

 The Köprülü Expansion and the Second Siege of Vienna 

1. Czigány, István. “The 1644–1645 Campaign of György Rákóczi I”. in The Princes of Transylvania in the Thirty Years War, editör Gábor Kármán, C. 10. Paderborn: Brill Schöningh, 2023.
2. Gábor Kármán, “György Rákóczi II’s Attempt to Establish a Local Power Base among the Tributaries of the Ottoman Empire 1653–1657”. İçinde Power and Influence in South-Eastern Europe, 16- 19th century, 229-44. Berlin: LIT Verlag, 2013. 
3. Andras Peter Szabo, “True Hungarian Blood”: Noble Nationalism in the Post-1657 Crisis in Transilvania” in Identity and Culture in Ottoman Hungary, pp. 141- 162.
4. Zbignew Wojcik, “King John III of Poland and the Turkish Aspects of his foreign policy”, p. 659-673.
5. Kunt, Metin, “17. Yüzyılda Osmanlı Kuzey Politikası Üzerine Bir Yorum”, Boğaziçi Üniversitesi Dergisi, vols. 4-5, (1976-1977), 111-116. 


	Week 10

 Karlowitz, Passarowitz and the Ottoman Isolation after the Belgrade Treaty

1. Gabor Agoston “The Ottoman Wars and the Changing Balance of Power along the Danube in the Early Eighteenth Century” Passarowitz 93-108. 
2. Iskra Schwarz, “The Loyal Ally”, 43-49.
3. Ian Barnes, Restless Empire, A Historical Atlas of Russia, p. 38-55. 
4. V. Aksan, Ottoman Wars 1700-1870, p. 18-44. 
5. Paul R. Magocsi, “Poland, Austria, and the Ottoman Empire, 18th century” Historical Atlas of Central Europe Third Revised and Expanded Edition, p. 70-72.


	Week 11 

The Rise of Eastern Powers: The Advent of Russia and Prussia

1- R. J. W. Evans, Austria Hungary and the Habsburgs Essays on Central Europe c. 1683-1867, pp. 3-55. 
2- Scott, Eastern Powers, 1-67; 103-139. 
3- Daniel Stone, The Polish-Lithuanian State, 1386-1795, pp. 245-288. 


	Week 12

The Partition of Poland and the Küçük Kaynarca Treaty

1- Lonnie Johnson, Central Europe, 124-130. 
2- Lewitter, Lucjan R. "The Partitions of Poland" in A. Goodwyn, ed. The New Cambridge Modern History: vol 8 1763–93 (1965) pp. 333–59.
3- Scott, Eastern Powers, 187-258.
4- Bronza, Boro (2010). "The Habsburg Monarchy and the Projects for Division of the Ottoman Balkans, 1771–1788". Empires and Peninsulas: Southeastern Europe between Karlowitz and the Peace of Adrianople, 1699–1829. Berlin: LIT Verlag. pp. 51–62.


	Week 13
Napoleon and the Emergence of Nationalities in the Central European Geography
1- Lonnie Johnson, Central Europe, 130-143. 
2- Armin Owzar, “Liberty in Times of Occupation: The Napoleonic Era in German Central Europe” in Napoleon’s Empire European Politics in Global Perspective, pp. 67-83. 
3- Virginia Aksan, “Locating the Ottomans in Napoleon’s World” Napoleon’s Empire European Politics in Global Perspective, pp. 277-290.  


	Week 14: Presentation of Term Papers.

	Week 15: Presentation of Term Papers. 

	Week 16: 14 January – Review of the Course and the Submission/Presentation of the Term Papers
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