	ISTANBUL 29 MAYIS UNIVERSITY
HIST 301 History of Early Modern Europe

	CREDITS :
	5 ECTS
	T+U HOURS:
	3 0 3

	LECTURER : 
	Özlem Çaykent

	CONTENT:


	This course offers a comprehensive overview of Early Modern European history, covering the period from the fall of Constantinople in 1453 to the outbreak of the French Revolution in 1789. It examines the Renaissance, the Reformation, the rise of absolutist states, and the socio-economic transformations that redefined the political and cultural landscape of Europe. This era witnessed both artistic and intellectual flourishing—marked by advancements in science, religion, and philosophy—and profound instability, including the Thirty Years’ War, widespread uprisings, and intense power struggles among monarchs, popes, and principalities. The course also explores how European expansion through colonization and global travel shaped both European societies and the broader world.

	COURSE OUTCOMES

	Upon successful completion of this course, students will:
· Develop the ability to write original research papers based on primary and secondary sources.
· Understand and apply proper citation methods to avoid plagiarism.
· Enhance their oral presentation and academic discussion skills.
· Comprehend and critically engage with historical arguments and historiography.


WEEKLY PROGRAM
	1. 
	Introduction 

	2. 
	Why Early Modern? What is Renaissance?

Study Questions:   What do historians mean by “early modern”? What distinguishes it from the “medieval” and the “modern”?
  In what ways does Pico’s Oration express the spirit of Renaissance humanism?
  How did Renaissance thinkers reinterpret the relationship between man, God, and knowledge?
  How might we approach the Renaissance not as a rebirth, but as a transformation of older intellectual traditions?


Reading: Find  in the Course Reader (available on TEAMS
Reading: week 2 readings and Merriman, A History of Modern Europe, cpt 2, pp 45-55, 62-71

Study questions: 
Primary Source: 
· Pico della Mirandola – Oration on the Dignity of Man pp 223-254. https://courses.washington.edu/hsteu401/Pico.pdf 

	3. 
	Why Italy? 
Study questions : 
  Why did the Renaissance emerge first in Italy? Consider geography, commerce, politics, and culture.
  How did urban culture and patronage shape the arts and ideas of the Italian Renaissance?
  What do the Italian city-states tell us about the relationship between political structures and cultural innovation?

Reading: Merriman, A History of Modern Europe, cpt 2, pp 55-62, 73-79

	4. 
	Explorations of Europe 1450-1700

Study questions:
  How did early modern Europeans define “discovery”? What does Columbus’s language reveal about power, faith, and identity?
  What role did trade, religion, and curiosity play in shaping Europe’s global expansion?
  How do historians today critique the notion of “exploration” in light of empire and colonialism?

Readings: are in the Course Reader (available on TEAMS
Primary Source: 
· Christopher Columbus – Letter to Luis de Santángel (1493) https://www.ushistory.org/documents/columbus.htm?srsltid=AfmBOopPIwmIgKYXm_c5vpdsJu20seHsKEEeD1hZi488T55qgNt1XGDB#google_vignette 

	5.
	Discussion week: Historiographical Debates on Empire and Global Connections 
1.Empire. The concept and its problems in the historiography 
2. “Formations of Modernity” and Global Connetions
3. Southernization

Study questions: 
  How has the concept of “empire” been reinterpreted in modern historiography?
  What does the idea of “Southernization” contribute to our understanding of global connections before European dominance?
  In what ways do global perspectives challenge Eurocentric narratives of modernity?


	6.
	Reformation I

Study questions:
  What were Luther’s main theological and institutional criticisms of the Church?
  How did the Reformation alter the relationship between faith, authority, and the individual?
  How can we understand the Reformation as both a religious and a political movement?

Readings: are in the Course Reader (available on TEAMS
Primary Source: 
· Martin Luther – Ninety-Five Theses (1517) https://www3.nd.edu/~ablachly/MUS13182/95%20Theses.pdf 

	7.
	Reformation and struggle in Europe Continued

Study questions:
  How does Calvin’s notion of predestination differ from Luther’s vision of salvation?
  How did the Reformation reshape social and political life across Europe?
  How did different confessional movements contribute to the idea of national churches?

Readings: are in the Course Reader (available on TEAMS
Primary Source 
· From John Calvin, Institutes of the Christian Religion, translated by John Allen. https://sourcebooks.fordham.edu/mod/calvin-predestin2.asp 

	   8 
	Midterm 

	9
	Wars: 16th and 17th Century

Questions:
1. How did religion and politics intersect in the wars of this period (e.g., Thirty Years’ War)?
2. What new ideas about state power and sovereignty emerged from prolonged conflict?
3. In what ways did warfare stimulate state formation and centralization?

Readings: are in the Course Reader (available on TEAMS

	10 
	17th Century Crisis: Economy, population, climate and Absolutism

Questions:
1. What do historians mean by the “seventeenth-century crisis”?
2. How did environmental and demographic factors contribute to political and economic instability?
3. How do Bodin and Louis XIV each conceptualize authority and order?

Readings: are in the Course Reader (available on TEAMS
+ “Absolutism” in Europe 1450 to 1789
Primary Source: 
· Jean Bodin – Six Books of the Republic
Louis XIV – Memoirs for the Instruction of the Dauphin Book I Chpater VIII pp. 25-35 https://www.yorku.ca/comninel/courses/3020pdf/six_books.pdf 


	11 
	Absolutism Continued
Questions:
1. What distinguishes absolutism as both a theory and a practice of governance?
2. How did monarchs attempt to balance central authority with local power?
3. How did the idea of “divine right” evolve alongside bureaucratic governance?


Readings: are in the Course Reader (available on TEAMS
+ The European World 1500-1800. “The theory and practice of politics and government 1500–1800: Humfrey Butters, 312-235

	12 
	England and the Dutch in the 17th Century

Questions:
1. How did the English Civil War and the Dutch Republic challenge the model of absolutism?
2. What political and economic innovations emerged in these societies?
3. Can we interpret these developments as early forms of constitutionalism and capitalism?

Readings: İn the reading are in the Course Reader (available on TEAMS

	 13 
	The Long 18th Century: Enlightenment and Consumerism
Readings: in the Course Reader (available on TEAMS

Primary Source: Voltaire, Candide
Questions:
1. How does Candide reflect Enlightenment optimism and its discontents?
2. What were the social and economic foundations of the Enlightenment?
3. How did consumer culture and print networks shape new publics and identities?

Primary Source: 
· Voltaire – Candide – Excerpts: https://history.hanover.edu/courses/excerpts/212volt1.html   BUT it is a short novel. Please read it all. 

	14 
	Reasons of Crisis in the 18th century

Primary Source: Rousseau, The Social Contract
Questions:
1. How does Rousseau’s notion of the “general will” redefine political legitimacy?
2. In what ways does Rousseau critique Enlightenment rationality and progress?
3. How do 18th-century crises signal the limits of the early modern world?

are in the Course Reader (available on TEAMS)
Primary Source: 
· Jean-Jacques Rousseau – The Social Contract  - excerpts - https://history.hanover.edu/courses/excerpts/165rous-sc.html 

	15
	French Revolution and All That
Primary Sources: Declaration of the Rights of Man and of the Citizen; Robespierre, Speech on the Justification of the Use of Terror
Questions:
1. How did revolutionary ideas about rights and sovereignty transform political culture?
2. What tensions existed between liberty and equality during the Revolution?
3. How do Robespierre’s justifications for terror complicate the legacy of Enlightenment ideals?

are in the Course Reader (available on TEAMS)
Primary Sources: 
· Declaration of the Rights of Man and of the Citizen (1789) https://avalon.law.yale.edu/18th_century/rightsof.asp 
· Robespierre – Speech on the Justification of the Use of Terror : https://wp.stu.ca/wp-content/uploads/sites/4/2015/07/Justification-of-the-Use-of-Terror.pdf 

	Course Material

	[1]
	M. E. Wiesner-Hank, Early Modern Europe, (Cambridge History of Europe), 2008.
John Merriman, A History of Modern Europe: From the Renaissance to the Present. 2010.
Lynn Hunt, et. All. The Making of the West: Peoples and Cultures, 3rd Edition, 2009.
Peter Musgrave, The Early Modern European Economy. 1999.
Primary Sources Reader (Selections, not entire volumes)
3. Sources of the Western Tradition, Vol. I, edited by Marvin Perry et al.
Accessible excerpts from Erasmus, Luther, Descartes, Voltaire, etc.
4. Internet History Sourcebooks (Fordham University – free online)
Ideal for pulling shorter readings from Jean Bodin, Louis XIV, Columbus, etc.
https://sourcebooks.fordham.edu
Thematic & Specialized Works
5. Lynn Hunt et al., The Making of the West: Peoples and Cultures
Excellent for cultural, economic, and gender perspectives.
6. Peter Musgrave, The Early Modern European Economy (1999)
Useful short book for understanding commercial and demographic changes.
7. Stuart B. Schwartz (ed.), Victors and Vanquished: Spanish and Nahua Views of the Conquest of Mexico
For one global week / expansion discussion.

Various articles
Most of the readings are in the Course Reader (available on TEAMS) and at the University library.


	Evaluations  Assessment Type
	Quantity
	Weight (%)

	Reaction Papers / Short Essays
	4
	10%

	Reseach Paper - Presentation 
	1
	15%

	In-Class Group Projects
	Ongoing
	10%

	Midterm Exam
	1
	30%

	Final Exam
	1
	35%



The main written assignment for this course is a substantial research paper, on any reasonable subject of interest to you. These papers should be around 15 pages long, and should explore the given topic in substantial depth. The paper will be crafted in the following stages and deadlines:

Policy Regarding Student Cheating and Plagiarism
Students enrolled in the university are to perform their academic work according to standards set by faculty members and departments. Cheating and plagiarism constitute fraudulent misrepresentation for which no credit can be given and for which appropriate sanctions are warranted and will be applied.

(1)       "Cheating" means intentionally to misrepresent the source, nature, or other conditions of academic work so as to accrue undeserved credit, or to cooperate with someone else in such misrepresentation. Such misrepresentations may, but need not necessarily, involve the work of others. As defined, cheating includes, but is not limited to:
 
(a)       Obtaining or retaining partial or whole copies of examination, tests or quizzes before these are distributed for student use;
(b)       Using notes, textbooks or other information in examinations, tests and quizzes, except as expressly permitted;
(c)       Obtaining confidential information about examinations, tests or quizzes other than that released by the instructor;
(d)       Securing, giving or exchanging information during examinations;
(e)       Presenting data or other material gathered by another person or group as one's own;
(f)        Falsifying experimental data or information;
(g)       Having another person take one's place for any academic performance without the specific knowledge and permission of the instructor;
(h)       Cooperating with another to do one or more of the above; and
(i)        Using a substantial portion of a piece of work previously submitted for another course or program to meet the requirements of the present course or program without notifying the instructor to whom the work is presented.
(j)        Presenting falsified information in order to postpone or avoid examinations, tests, quizzes, or other academic work.
 
(2)       "Plagiarize" means to take and present as one's own a material portion of the ideas or words of another or to present as one's own an idea or work derived from an existing source without full and proper credit to the source of the ideas, words, or works. As defined, plagiarize includes, but is not limited to:
(a)       The copying of words, sentences and paragraphs directly from the work of another without proper credit;
(b)       The copying of illustrations, figures, photographs, drawings, models, or other visual and nonverbal materials, including recordings, of another without proper credit; and
(c)       The presentation of work prepared by another in final or draft form as one's own without citing the source, such as the use of purchased research papers.

	Öğrenci İş Yükü

	İşlem adı
	Haftalık süre (saat)
	Hafta sayısı
	Dönem toplamı

	Yüz yüze eğitim
	3
	14
	42

	Sınıf dışı çalışma
	4
	14
	56

	Arasınav için hazırlık
	10
	1
	10

	Arasınav
	2
	1
	2

	Ödev
	12
	1
	12

	Dönem sonu sınavı için hazırlık
	12
	1
	12

	Dönem sonu sınavı
	2
	1
	2

	Toplam iş yükü
	
	
	136

	Toplam İş Yükü / 25,5 (s)
	
	
	5.29

	Dersin AKTS Kredisi
	
	
	5



1

