     HIST103 Cultures and Civilizations I 
Fall 2025

Friday: 11:00-12:50

Office hours: Friday: 10:00-10:50 & 13:00-13:50

Lecturer: Cengiz Yolcu (PhD), cyolcu@29mayis.edu.tr & cengizyolcu@gmail.com

This is a two-semester course from before the ancient times to the modern world. The first half of the course covers the period beginning from the earliest human experience to the fall of the Roman Empire and the birth of Islam. The purpose of this course is giving the student a basic understanding of the history of the modern world while focusing on certain themes such as human migration, development of agriculture and cities, advent of knowledge and science, and certain cultural institutions. Different regions and cultures of the world will be examined without particularly focusing on one region. While covering our topics we will pay attention to show the interactions between these regions when possible. 

Doing the readings before class is strongly encouraged. 

Also, please do not ask for a higher grade than you what you already get at the end of the semester.

Grading: Midterm: % 50, Final: % 50 

The textbook of the course is Philip J. Adler & Randall L. Pouwels, World Civilizations, 6th edition, 2012 (When necessary new readings can be assigned).

Week I (Sept. 26) – Introduction
Week II (Oct. 3) – Before History, Early Human Experience (Chapter 1)
Week III (Oct. 10) – The Early World: Mesopotamia (Chapter 2)
Week IV (Oct. 17) – The Early World: Egypt (Chapter 3)
[bookmark: _GoBack]Week V (Oct. 24) – The Classical World I: The Greek Adventure (Chapter 8)
Week VI (Oct. 31) – The Classical World II: The Greek Adventure (Chapter 8)
Week VII (Nov. 7) – The Classical World III: Greek Philosophy and Religion (Chapter 9)
Week VIII (Nov. 14) – Mid-Term Exam
Week IX (Nov. 21) – The Hellenistic Age: The Empire of Alexander the Great (Chapters 8 & 9)
Week X (Nov. 28) – Asian Adventure I: India (Chapter 12)
Week XI (Dec. 5) – Asian Adventure II: Classical China (Chapter 13)
Week XII (Dec. 12) – Asian Adventure III: China in its Golden Age (Chapter 13)
Week XIII (Dec. 19) – Rome from City-state to the Empire (Chapter 10)
Week XIV (Dec. 26) – Rome: The Roman Empire and Christianity (Chapter 11)
Week XV (Jan. 2) – The “Unknown” Continent: The Agrarian Revolution
in the Americas (Chapter 7)
